


































































































PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS HELP BRING WATER  






olar-powered energy has 
made it all the way to the
Amazon jungle, thanks in part 
to construction management 
Professors Thomas Korman 
and Lonny Simonian. 
Those two, along with students Adam 
Poffenbarger and Wesley McGuire, traveled 
to Ecuador in November 2014 to help 
deliver clean spring water to about 200 
indigenous people in the Amazon Basin 
— a project, noted Korman, that would 
´EHQHÀWVRPDQ\ZKRKDYHVROLWWOHµ 
The trip, partially funded by a $5,000 
grant from the Cal Poly Baker Foundation 
to the student chapter of the National 
Electrical Contractors Association (NECA) 









the Amazon rain forest in a small Cessna,” 
Simonian said. 
The Cal Poly team was discouraged 
from bringing in food or any Western 
cultural bias. “They wanted us to interact 
with the community,” Simonian said. “We 
did bring sleeping bags and tents with nets 
to keep the mosquitoes out.” 
The Cal Poly contingent was greeted 
warmly upon their arrival. “The people 
were expecting us,” Simonian said. “They 
have a close relationship with Reach 
Beyond. The organization’s intention is 
to work collectively with the indigenous 
people to better their lives.” 
Cal Poly students Adam Poffenbarger (top, left) 
and Wesley McGuire install the water-pumping 
system on a home.
Professor Lonny Simonian (bottom left) assists 
McGuire with the installation. 
Children of the village rejoice in their easily 
accessible water (right). 
Korman, Simonian, Poffenbarger and 
McGuire went there to help install a system 
to pump water from a spring to a village 
about 5,000 meters away.  
The project had begun before they 
arrived. “Some trenches had been dug, and 
construction at the spring had started,” 
Simonian recalled. “A lot of excavation 
work had been completed, and some pipes 
had been installed in the trench. 
“Cal Poly assisted Reach Beyond in pro-
viding quality control and material inspec-
tion and helped get material to the site.” 
The students experienced a whole 
new level of Learn by Doing. “They 
carried machetes and cleared underbrush. 
They worked in a large, open-walled 
structure, assembling small components, 
SUHIDEULFDWLQJSLSHVYDOYHVDQGÀWWLQJVµ 
Simonian said. 
The students worked alongside the in-
digenous people, who took the lead on the 
project. “The people of the village are the
ones who do all of the work, solve all of
the problems,” Poffenbarger said. “They
are the ones who have to own it; they
make it happen.” 
Before the project was completed,
the villagers hand-carried their drinking
water in buckets from the spring to their
village. They bathed in the river. “The
photovoltaic (PV) and water distribution
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  The villagers and Cal Poly visitors collaborate
on installing a photovoltaic system (left). 
EXPERIENCES ABROAD  
system pumps drinking water and water
for them to wash in,” Simonian said.
That isn’t the end of the story. The
Cal Poly student NECA chapter was
recently awarded $20,000 from ELECTRI
International, the research foundation
for NECA. Students Parker Haerr and
David Mulder will accompany Simonian
on a return trip this fall to work on
additional projects. 
The Ecuadorian government has also 
SOHGJHGÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUW´7KH 
ELECTRI grant will be leveraged to
DOPRVWLQHIIHFWLYHFRVWEHQHÀWVµ 
Simonian said. “With the new grant money
and additional support, we will be working 
on eight projects that will help several 
hundred people. 
“Plus we will install 16 PV panels at 
Beyond Reach headquarters, allowing
it to become carbon neutral,” Simonian 
continued. 
The Cal Poly group learned a great 
GHDORQWKDWÀUVWWULS3ODQQLQJEHFRPHV 
paramount. “The village is located 60 
kilometers from the nearest road. It is 
so isolated, the biggest task is logistics,” 
Simonian said. “What do you need? When 
do you need it? How are you going to get 
it there? 
“It’s one thing when you can transport 
materials on a plane, but the Cessna has a
very small capacity,” Simonian continued. 
“The PV panels were too big and had to be 
transported up-river in canoes. There were 
obstacles, but it is part of daily life. You 
have to look at the entire work sequence 
and stage everything exactly right.” 
Simonian found the trip “enriching” 
and looks forward to returning. “I enjoyed 
observing and participating in the people’s 
daily activities. It was great to be part of a 
team helping a community of people install 
a system that will dramatically improve 
their lives.” 
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